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Meeting Notes: 

Welcome to our new beekeepers from bee school!  Our meeting this month 

started off by introducing each of ourselves to our new members and talking 
about their own experiences followed by a round table format of Q and A and a 
few announcements from the State by Burton Beasley, our regional  rep.  

 

Benefits of joining NCSBA: 

1. Education & Community Outreach 

2. Two yearly conferences 

3. Programs - certified honey, master beekeeper, chapter competitions 

4. Quizzes & Games online 

5. Quarterly newsletter, yellow book & calendar 

 

Next Journeyman Test offered October 28th in Waynesville but we are throwing 
around the idea of hosting a regional testing site with a review beforehand 
sometime over the winter.   

 

Spring Conference to be in Rock Hill and Summer conference in Winston 
Salem, dates TBA.   

 

 

 

NEXT MONTH’S TOPIC:  Africanized Bees by Dr. Schneider of UNCC 

December - Christmas Party 

January - Swarm Management 

February - Splits and what we are doing wrong 

(topics subject to change) 

“The honey bee is 

more honored than 

other animals, not 

because she labors, 

but because she 

labors for others.”  

       -St John Chrysostom  

October 2016 
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Lincoln County Beekeepers Association Newsletter 

We are Beekeepers… 

This is the official newsletter for the Lincoln County Beekeepers Association, a non-profit 
organization dedicated to the well-being of honey bees and to the fields of beekeeping, apiculture, 

research, and education.  We are a diverse bunch of individuals who share a fascination for the 
honey bee and its workings. Our members range from full-time beekeepers and pollinators with 
thousands of hives to hobbyists involved in back-yard beekeeping. Some members do not even 

keep bees, but are fascinated by the six legs and four wings of Apis mellifera. 

            NEXT MEETING:  October 10th @ 7pm 

James Warren Citizen Center, 115 West Main Street, Lincolnton, NC  28092 

Officer contact info: 

President - Rick Monroe                        

rick@monroegen.org 

 

V President - Chad Williamson             

blackrockfarms@aol.com 
 

Treasurer - Eddie White     

cewhitebeekeeper@charter.net 

 

Secretary - Beth Noles       

bethnoles@bluebikerealty.com 

 

Extension Rep - Tom Dyson 

Tom_dyson@ncsu.edu 
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Volunteer Opportunities: 

September 21– LCBA 2016 Bee School runs through November 2 with field day in October weather permitting  

          and 1 workshop on how to assemble woodenware equipment.  Please help us pass out flyers and    

          posters in your areas as well as spread the word to family and friends who may be interested in     

          attending! 

**Any events, programs, etc you would like announced need to be emailed before the next monthly meeting*** 

Member News: 

If anyone rented the extracting equipment and forgot to return the 

fume board, PLEASE return to Dick Walker ASAP! 

Announcements:  

 The next chance to take the Journeyman or Master level beekeeping tests will be:  Oct 29th in Waynesville.  Watch 

for the September edition of the Bee Buzz for more details. 

 Check out the NCSBA website for this months quizzes and new games.  Each month a new quiz for all levels to 

test your knowledge and or study for the next levels test.   

 We need your tried and true recipes using honey for our newsletter recipe section!  Pictures to accompany them 

are great as well!  Send to bethnoles@bluebikerealty.com or reply to the newsletter email. 

 LCBA 2016 BEE SCHOOL:  In full swing!  About 27 people came out last night for the beginning of bee 

school!  Its not too late to join them if you know someone who may be interested.  Wednesday nights at 7pm  Sep-

tember 21 - November 2 with 1 field day (in Oct weather permitting) and 1 workshop on building woodenware 

equipment.  

 

FOR SALE:    If you make or have items for sale, make plans to list them here! 

Extracting Equipment Rental: 
 

Call Dick Walker @ 704 575 0925      Rental fee is $7 per day 

wizz22789@aol.com              Extractor, hot knife, uncapping tub, strainers etc 



 3 

Bees were just added to the U. S. endangered-species list 

for the first time! 

By Amy B Wang 

The bees are dying. 

For the first time in the United States, bees have been placed on the endangered-species list. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service on Friday determined that seven species of yellow-faced bees, all native to Hawaii, should be protected under the 
Endangered Species Act.  All seven species belong to the Hylaeus genus of bees. Together, the wasp-looking bees are 
more commonly known as "yellow-faced" or "masked" for their yellow-to-white facial markings.  These species are re-
sponsible for pollinating some of Hawaii's indigenous plant species, many of which are threatened themselves.  Karl 
Magnacca, a Hawaii-based entomologist, told the associated press that efforts to have the bees federally protected took 
nearly a decade. It's good to see it finally come to fruition," he told the AP, adding that yell0w-faced bees tend to favor 
the more dominant trees and shrubs in Hawaii, which helps "maintain the structure of the whole forest." Magnacca did 
much of the initial research on the bees in support of the Xerces Society for Invertebrate Conservation, a nonprofit that 
aims to protect pollinators and other invertebrates. (The group says it takes its name from the Xerces blue butterfly, "the 
first butterfly known to go extinct in North America as a result of human activities.")   
 
For years, the Oregon-based group had pushed for yellow-faced bees to be recognized and protected. In 2009, the Xerces 
Society first submitted petitions to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and the group celebrated news of the federal agen-
cy's ruling Friday — even as representatives noted there could have been more done to protect the insects. The endan-
gered-species designation "is excellent news for these bees, but there is much work that needs to be done to ensure that 
Hawaii’s bees thrive," Xerces Society spokesman Matthew Shepherd wrote in a statement on the group's website. Yellow-
faced bees "are often found in small patches of habitat hemmed in by agricultural land or developments. Unfortunately, 
the [Fish and Wildlife Service] has not designated any 'critical habitat,' areas of land of particular importance for the en-
dangered bees."  According to the federal agency, yellow-faced bees have been threatened by nonnative bees and other 
invasive animal species, as well as by human development. Although there is no evidence yet, researchers noted, too, that 
yellow-faced bees could be compromised by diseases transmitted by nonnative insects. "The small number of remaining 
[yellow-faced bee] populations limits this species’ ability to adapt to environmental changes," the agency wrote in its 
Sept. 30 final ruling. "The effects of climate change are likely to further exacerbate these threats." Magnacca told the AP 
that there are a lot more rare insects that deserve protection. "It may not necessarily be appropriate to list them as en-
dangered, but we have this huge diversity that we need to work on and protect here in Hawaii," he said. "There's a huge 
amount of work that needs to be done." The designation is considered a victory for conservationists and echoes a broader 
effort, made in recent years, to recognize the contributions and importance of bees. That effort may be paying off:  
 

In May 2015, the White House released its National Strategy to Promote the Health of Honeybees and Other Pollinators 
in a bid to protect such critters across the country. “I have to say that it is mighty darn lovely having the White House 
acknowledge the indigenous, unpaid and invisible workforce that somehow has managed to sustain all terrestrial life 
without health-care subsidies, or a single COLA, for that past 250 million years,” Sam Droege, a U.S. Geological Survey 
wildlife biologist and one of the country’s foremost experts on native bee identification, told The Washington Post in May 
2015.  Much of the publicity so far has been focused on honeybees because their work in pollinating crops makes them 
economically valuable to humans. But in a research paper published in the journal Nature Communications last year, 
scientists contended that wild bees may deserve just as much attention, even if fewer wild species are responsible for 
crop pollination.  “There’s more than just economic reasons to protect nature and the species in it,” Taylor Ricketts, a co-
author of the paper and director of the Gund Institute for Ecological Economics at the University of Vermont, told The 
Post last year.   Wild bees are important to the larger ecosystem, likely integral to maintaining the habitat for other spe-
cies that indirectly affect humans, Ricketts said.  The designation of these seven bees as endangered species is a start, 
conservationists say.  In the same ruling, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service also designated the band-rumped storm pet-
rel, the orangeblack Hawaiian damselfly and the anchialine pool shrimp as endangered species. The designations take 
effect Oct. 31. 

If you have a beekeeping story, a favorite beekeeping memory or you would like to share why you became a 

beekeeper, we would love to include it in our monthly newsletter.  Newsletters so out just after the monthly 

meeting.  Please send a picture if possible. 
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Flower Report      (as of 10/14/16)    By Ralph Harlan 

I am still seeing some partridge pea, rosemary, ageratum, Mexican sunflow-

er, and goldenrod, but most seem past its prime and I am not seeing bees 

work them although the bumblebees still are.  The mornings are much cooler 

now, and even with the rain we got from Matthew, much of what is blooming is 

not producing nectar.  The fleabanes are still heavily visited by the honey bees (& 

bumblebees & some butterflies).  I have watched some bees taking nectar from it 

while others are harvesting pollen.  There are ornamentals still in bloom such as 

the naked ladies (spider lilies) of late summer & early fall.  Even though bees are 

taking nectar from fleabanes, I have not had any colonies refuse 1:1 syrup.  Most 

of mine are putting on weight, but I think it is more the syrup than the flow. 

 

Hive Report   (as of 10/14/16)       By Ralph Harlan 

Nights are getting cooler, although this week is supposed to be back in the 80s during the day until Thursday 

& Friday when it is to be in the 60s during the day & likely to rain.  Lows all week are to be in the mid to up-

per 50s.  This morning when I went to check hives, some would not even respond to knocking on the lid, but 

by mid-day they were out & working.  This suggests to me that the bees are beginning to cluster at night 

which surprised me since I was taught that the colony would start to cluster at about 59o, but that is the in 

the box temperature not the ambient, and I only saw lows in the upper 50s last night.  I admit that we saw 

lows in the low 40s at the beginning of the week, which probably influences things.  Bees are bringing in both 

pollen & nectar now and I am seeing some very nice capped brood patterns in colonies now.  One of my 5F 

nucs had – oh, no! – capped queen cells today, capped brood, some larvae maybe 3 – 4 days old and I could 

not find a queen.  I’m taking bets, who thinks she will get mated well enough to make winter?  Who thinks it 

isn’t worth the suspense, just go ahead & combine that nuc with another?    

Speaking of winter, it may not be here yet, but it will be getting cool enough soon enough that bees may not 
be taking syrup much longer.  Even if the days are warm, the syrup will chill enough during the night that a 
bee getting a belly full of it will chill to the point she won’t be back to the cluster until she warms up – if she 
does.  So, get out the recipe for fondant & put some in each colony for insurance. 

What you don’t like to see is the ants dragging off corpses, but at this time of the year there is a period of die

-off as the aging foragers give way to the new generation. 

Ralph’s FONDANT: 

10 pounds granulated cane sugar, 3 cups water, 2 tbsp white vinegar, heated in a pan – or stew pot depending on the 

quantity - to 246o F.  When that syrup cools to about 180o F, pour about ¼” thick into a pan or cookie sheet that has 

been sprayed with cooking oil (Pam tm or equivalent) and cool to room temperature.  I typically put large chunks direct-

ly on top of the frames in the brood area, but a spacer (queen ring) may be necessary.  Check on warm days through 

the winter and into spring (until a flow starts) to see if more chunks are needed.  Bon appetite! 
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Library: 

LCBA has started  library as a resource for members only.  At each meeting you may check out a book, video or any resource 

item for the 4 weeks until the next meeting when you can return the item.  Please make sure to sign out the item on the board in-

side the closet!  Feel free to donate to any unneeded books or items to our resource closet at any time! 

The Hive and The Honey Bee                   Garden Pants for Honey Bees 

The ABC & XYZ of Bee Culture                 Honey in the Comb 

Hive Management                         Honey handbook 

Natural Beekeeping                        Beeswax Alchemy 

Honey Bee Biology 

Swarm Essentials 

Successful Queen Rearing 

 

Presentation Resources:                Other Items: 

Teaching Hive                           Brochures 

Photo Board                            Coloring pages 

Flowers, fruits, veggies for displays               Crayons 

Kids games                             Catalogs 

Plastic Honey bee 

 

Local Breeder List:  
Billy Boyd       5803 Old Monroe Rd   Indian Trail  704 821-7310  russian bees 

Bob Doty       6325 Stirewalt Rd    Kannopolis  704 934-2640   nucs-minn hyg    odiedody@ctc.net 

                              704 651-2555 

Ray Revis        P O Box 2520      Marion    828 652-3524  nucs/queens-russians 

Gerry & Libby Mack  121 Hermitage Road   Charlotte   704 953-0565  nucs - russians 

Ralph Harlan     1295 Brevard Place Rd  Iron Station  704 807-6207  nucs        harlanmgmt@live.com 

Wayne Hansen    8004 Southway Rd    Charlotte   704 287-4805                    whansen318@yahoo.com 

                              704 287-4805    

Jeff Ritchie      3901 Piney Rd      Morganton  828 438-1720  nucs/queens 

Jimmy Brooks      126 Cedar Lake Farm Rd Cherryville  704 477-6242  nuc/queens-russian cj99brooks@hotmail.com 

Chad Williamson   907 Tot Dellinger Rd   Cherryville  704 530-7489  nuc/queens-vsh      blackrockfarms@aol.com 
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New Members & Renewals 

       

        New Member          Renewal         Membership #: _____________ 

Name: ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ______________________________________________________  State: ___________  Zip: ______________ 

Email: _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

County of Residence: _______________________  Local Chapter: _______________________ 

 

1 year dues: NCSBA (state) $15 + LCBA (local) $5 = $20 total 

 

You can only be listed under one local chapter in NCSBA “Yellow Book” membership directory.  If you choose to be 

designated “at-large” with no chapter affiliation, check here: 

 

I want to receive the NCSBA quarterly BEE BUZZ newsletter by (check only ONE):         

Email         US Mail        NONE (I don’t want it) 

 

I want to receive notices of bee-related EDUCATIONAL opportunities by email:   YES    NO 

I want to receive bee– and beekeeping-related SOLICITATION emails:       YES    NO 

 

This form may be turned in during our monthly meetings to the treasurer or by sending with payment to: 

Eddie White  

6576 Lineberger Road 

Sherrills Ford, NC  28673 

 

Make checks out to LCBA or Lincoln County Beekeepers association 

 


